
 

ADVENT WREATH 2020 

 
These liturgies and activities can be used as a family at any time and/or may be used 
during a Sunday morning worship service to help center and guide our hearts around 
Advent.  
 

A Little Background: 
There are typically four candles around one center larger candle. Typically there are 
three purple candles and one pink candle. The pink candle represents joy and is the 
candle traditionally lit on the third Sunday of Advent. The wreath traditionally has been a 
circle of evergreen leaves symbolizing the infinite and everlasting nature of God’s love.  
 

Lighting of the advent wreath began as a tradition that happened in people’s homes and 
only later became part of a public worship tradition. It is beautiful to think that this year 
many homes around the world will be using this as a centering part of advent.  
 

November 29th Week One- Theme: Vulnerability and Hope 

Break up the reading amongst family members or one person whatever works 
best for your setting.  
 

Reader One-  
 If ever there was a year we needed Advent, this is the year. We hardly know how to 
describe the year we have lived through. We hesitate to reflect on all the mess around 
us in 2020. Nothing seems right, and yet even in this mess, we have the audacity to 
have hope. An honest hope that requires us to begin with vulnerability and awareness 
that to hope for anything is to risk disappointment. As people of faith, we are grateful for 
the example of Mary who taught us that real courage dares to hope in the as of yet 
unimagined.  
 

 

 

Reader Two-  
In scripture, Isaiah says that there is one who is to come who will be the fulfillment of all 
our hope. The Spirit of the Lord will rest on this one, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge, and the fear of 
the Lord. We place our hope in this one who is always surprising.  
.   



Isaiah 64:3-4- 3 When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, 
the mountains quaked at your presence.4 From ages past no one has heard, no ear has 
perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. 
 

Reader One-  
We light this first candle as a sign of our hope. Hope that you can meet us, even in the 
mess of our world. Hope that you still see us, though we feel we are lost in the rubble. 
Let this light be the guide that brings us to Emmanuel once more. (Light one of the 
purple candles)  
 

Prayer-  
God be with us as we enter into this liturgical season of waiting. We have been 
waiting for what seems like a long time. Waiting for change, hoping for a cure, 
wishing things were different. Today give us a sense of hope for a future as of yet 
unimagined. Amen  
 

Question to Ponder and Discuss - What does the word vulnerable mean to you? 
What has been most surprising in these last few months.  
 

December 6th Week Two- Theme: Love 

 

Reader One- 
Our lists are long, even in this strange mess where we live these days. And we want to 
do it right, we want to be safe, but we want to be able to enjoy the season. We’ve got 
work to do to put right what has gone wrong, to heal what is broken, and to mend the 
relationships.  May we be reminded this week that there is no task that needs to be 
completed to receive God’s love.  
 

Reader Two-  
Isaiah reminds us that when we prepare the way for the Lord- it is God’s love that 
shows up. Preparing the way of the Lord may simply be opening ourselves up to the 
potential of a love already present.  
 

Isaiah 40:11 11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his 
arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 

Reader One-  
We light these candles as a sign of our faith that God loves us and is not far from us 
and that God continues to come dwell among us. We light these candles as a reminder 
that Love is freely given and the way that love is the way that God chooses to 
participate in the world. (light both last week’s hope candle and another purple candle)  
 

 



Prayer- 
God be with us when we ask the question who cares? Help us to have a deep 
sense that the answer has always been you do. Help us to remind ourselves so 
that we can remind others of your deep and steadfast love. Amen 

 

Question to Ponder and Discuss?- What does it look like to simply receive love? Can 
you think of a place where you feel unconditional love right now?  
 

December 13th- Week Three- Themes: Identity and Joy 

 

Reader One-  
We want everything to look nice: the decorations of the season, our homes with their 
lights and tinsel, wreaths and ribbons. We want to lighten the darkness around us, bring 
beauty to the ugliness that wears us down. We decorate, because it is tradition. 
Because it lifts our hearts. Because it makes us feel like children again. Sometimes we 
decorate our true identities by always wearing a mask.  
 

Reader Two-  
The prophet Isaiah smiled when he said, “God will give a garland instead of ashes, the 
oil of gladness instead of mourning, a mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.” No 
matter how disconnected we feel from our true selves there is a joy in the hope of being 
able to be our most honest selves before God.  
 

Isaiah 61:10 10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for 
he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,he has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns 
herself with her jewels. 
 

Reader One-  
We light these candles as a sign of our joy in the beautiful things of this season – not 
just the things that glitter and flash, but the deeper things, the beauty of the heart and 
the soul, the beauty of love shared in service and hospitality. (Light the first two candles 
and the pink candle)  
 

Prayer-  
God help us experience the joy of being fully ourselves and fully aware of the beauty of 
who and whose we are. Even though things may look different this year may we find 
moments of joy in the messiness. May we still find moments of wonder and gratitude, 
Amen  
 

Question to Ponder and Discuss- What part of your identity gives you joy?  
 

 
 
 
 



December 20th Week Four- Themes: Peace and Embodiment 
 

Reader One- 
We live on the brink every day. We stand on the threshold between this world and the 
next one. We live and move between the ordinary and divine, between the mundane 
and the mystery. Too often, we forget to look up and see the angels in our living room. 
We forget that the love we give and live is a sign of eternity, God with us, right now. 
That we can participate right now.  
 

Reader Two- 
Luke tells us that God’s favor came to a girl, an ordinary girl. It might have been you or 
your daughter; it might have been the girl down the street or your grandchild. But the 
messenger of God came and greeted her and said, “The Lord is with you.” Her faith 
becomes embodied as she will carry the child that will forever remind us “The Lord is 
with you”  
 

Luke 1:28 And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with 
you.’ 
 

Reader One-  
We light these candles with peace in our hearts for the promise of proximity, the 
nearness of God. Even when we forget to listen, to lean into that presence, God is as 
close as our own breath. This, in a confused and confusing world, is a peace that 
passes all understanding. It is the peace that comes into our bodies even in the midst of 
chaos. (light all 3 purple and the pink candle) 
 

Prayer- 
God we know that peace is so much more than something we know with our heads. 
Peace requires embodiment, we must be able to feel peace in our bodies to have peace 
in our hearts and minds. Help us in the ways that we have detached our bodies and our 
minds. Help us to seek shalom which is an integration of our hearts and bodies. Amen 

 

Question to Ponder- What does your body feel like right now? What does it feel like 
when you feel peace?  
 

Christmas Eve- Dec 24th Themes- Participation 

 

Reader One: 
We light this candle. It seems a simple thing, lighting a candle, a quiet thing we do, to 
provide something bright in the midst of all the darkness. But it doesn’t make that much 
difference. It doesn’t change the power of the night to bring doubt and fear and 
separation. It doesn’t make the world a better place, lighting a candle. Does it? Tonight 
we witness to that it does make a difference that lighting this candle represents our 
participation in bringing light into this world. (light the white candle, Christ candle) 
 



Reader Two: 
We light these candles. Because we have seen a light and we believe increasing that 
light does make a difference in the world around us. We light these candles because we 
want to be people of the light, who know a God who loved the world so much, this God 
chose to be born in a manger in the midst of the darkness. We light these candles as a 
sign of the light of the world that is coming into our darkness, and chaos. (Light all four 
candles on the wreath and light the Christ candle in the center or whatever candle you 
would like to use as the Christ candle) 
  

Prayer: 
God may we always believe that every bit of light is a participation in your 
kingdom. Tonight let us celebrate the birth of Jesus, Emmanuel, “God with us” 
the one who reminds us that one life has the power to change more than ever 
expected. Amen 
 

 

 

November 29th Week One- Themes: Vulnerability and Love 

 

Luke 1:26-38- 26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 

called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 

The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord 

is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting 

this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 

32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to 

him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 

kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 

35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 

will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 

36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 

month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then 

Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then 

the angel departed from her. 

 

Call To Worship:  

LITURGIST: Listen. Deep in the darkest night is the sound of hope. 

    PEOPLE: Deep in the midst of despair is a message of new life. 

LITURGIST:  Listen. It is coming closer. 

    PEOPLE: A bell in the distance, 



LITURGIST:  A sound of joy, 

    PEOPLE: An echo of love, 

LITURGIST:  A note of promise, 

    ALL: Help us prepare our hearts for this season of waiting and listening.  Amen 

 

December 6th Week Two- Theme: Love 

Revelation 1:4-8 4John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him 

who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 

5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 

of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a 

kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 

Amen. 7Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced 

him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. 8“I am the 

Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the 

Almighty.  

 

Call to Worship:  

 

LITURGIST:  Love comes wrapped as a baby, 

PEOPLE: God's love lying in a manger. 

LITURGIST:  The ordinary conceals the unspeakable; 

PEOPLE: God is with us. God knows us. God is with us, revealed in us. His name is called 

Emmanuel. 

LITURGIST:  God's love is coming to us. 

PEOPLE: God's love is with us, again and again with us. 

LITURGIST:  Soon and always, with us. 

All: Emmanuel. God with us. Amen 

 

December 13th- Week Three- Themes: Identity and Joy 

Philippians 2:5-8 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in 

the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied 

himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human 

form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross. 

 



LITURGIST:  Something stirs deep within us - 

PEOPLE:  A longing, a hope, 

LITURGIST:  A thirst for joy, 

PEOPLE: A hunger for peace, 

LITURGIST:  A yearning for blessing. 

PEOPLE:  We know deep within 

LITURGIST:  That our hopes and fears 

PEOPLE:  Will be met by angel songs and baby sighs. 

ALL: Advent is the season of waiting and longing may we have the audacity to have joy 

while we wait,  Amen. 

 

December 20th Week Four- Themes: Peace and Embodiment 
Luke 2:8-15 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I 

am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 

wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 15When the angels had left them and gone into 

heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 

 

Call To Worship 

 

LITURGIST: Star-bright and whisper-deep, 

PEOPLE: During this season we wait for the humble birth that opens our eyes. With open 

eyes, we see wonder in the ordinary, the surprising presence of God in the common things 

of life.  

LITURGIST: Star-bright and whisper-deep, 

PEOPLE: The holy Child touches our hearts, the carols bring lumps to our throats, the 

overwhelming love of God brings tears to our eyes.  

LITURGIST: Star-bright and whisper-deep, 



 ALL: This holy season, may we feel a sense of God’s Peace in all we do in the sacred 

moments like a bright star, and the ordinary moments like the sound of a whisper. Amen 

 

December 24th Christmas Eve- Participation  

Liturgist: If you are like Joseph, and you are seeking truth, 

People: There is room here for you.  

Liturgist: If you are like Mary, and you are seeking rest,  

People: There is a seat here for you.  

Liturgist: If you are like the wise men, and you are looking for a sign,  

People: These candles are here for you.  

Liturgist: If you are like the angels, and you cannot help but sing,  

People: There is a melody here for you.  

Liturgist: Come in. You are in God’s house. Love was born tonight, and there is 
love here for you.  

All: Let us worship the God of love. 
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